
 

NOISE LAWS 

Noise laws in USA?  

OSHA 1910.95 sets values for noise exposure in the workplace. The limits are based on a worker’s 
weighted average over an eight-hour day. OSHA sets the maximum permissible exposure limit (PEL) 
to 90 dB(A) for everyone who works eight hours per day. These levels apply for an exchange rate of 5 
dB(A). 

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) in the US recommends that the 
equivalent noise level that a worker is exposed to should be limited to 85 dB(A) for an eight-hour day 
to minimize the risk of hearing damage. Based on updated literature studies, NIOSH has found that 
significant hearing loss can occur even at levels in line with the OSHA PEL. NIOSH also recommends 
an exchange rate of 3 dB(A) so that each increase of 3 dB(A) halves the permitted exposure time. 

Example: OSHA allows eight hours of exposure for noise levels of 90 dB(A), but only two hours of 
exposure to 100 dB(A). NIOSH recommends limiting eight-hour exposure to below 85 dB(A). For 100 
dB(A), NIOSH recommends less than fifteen minutes of exposure per day. 

What is the EU-directive?  

The EU-directive should eliminate risks, caused by noise exposure, at the source. Noise exposure 
must be reduced as far as is possible, in light of technological advances and the possibilities for 
controlling noise by the sound source. Noise reduction by the sound source is usually the most 
efficient and economical way. 

If the stated guidelines are exceeded the cause must be investigated. A timetable for an action 
program must be formulated and implemented. Employees must receive adequate information about 
the exceeded levels and the measures taken. Information must also be provided about the risk of 
hearing loss that exposure may pose and the obligation to wear hearing protection. 
 

The European Directive 2003/10/EC defines the maximum limit as 87 dB(A) Leq for an eight-hour 
work day. In the case that the national law states a lower sound level, than the EU directive, this must 
be followed.  



 

 

 

Noise laws in the manufacturing industry 

  

National guidelines for maximal sound level during an 8 hour work day 
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